
Red 
 
“In the Dark”  
 
High frequency words: it, is, in, the 
Interest words: dark, park, street, city, wood, home  
Words your child might need help with: city, home  
 
Suggested activities:  
It would be useful to recap the phase 3 sounds from letters and sounds with your child, focusing on the ‘ar’ 
‘ee’ ‘and ‘oo’ sounds in particular.  You may find it useful to silence the book when reading with your child, 
this will allow them to read at their own pace and to practise their blending skills. You could also write the 
high frequency words and interest words on paper before reading the story to help your child to become 
familiar with it.  
 
Before you start to read the book:  
 
Look at the front cover. How many words are in the title? Point at each word and read the title. Encourage 
your child to use the correct terminology for title and cover.   
 
Go through the book looking at the pictures to page 13. Ask them to name each place as you go e.g. park, 
city, wood  
 
Ask your child to point to the word dark on each page. Ask what sound/ letter does it start with?  
 
Reading the story  
 
Ask your child to read the book aloud from the beginning. As you child is reading praise them for using the 
pictures prompts, saying the sounds in the words, blending the sounds to make the correct word or having 
a go at making the correct word and for moving through the book in the correct order moving from left to 
right and pointing at each word correctly.  
 
Responding to the story  
 
When your child has finished reading, look at page 14-15 and ask them to retell the story in the correct 
order. Ask them how can they tell it is night time *e.g. street lights, house lights, dark, moon) Ask what are 
the differences between  the country and the city at night?  
 
Ask your child to find the words wood, park and home. Ask them what sounds/ letters does the word begin 
with and  to think of other words beginning with that sound. Ask them to have a go writing the words on 
some paper/ whiteboards (whichever is easiest for you at home)  
 
Checking knowledge and moving on  
 
Ask your child to make their own story map of the story and retell the story in their own words.   
 
Recap any word they found difficult  
 
Talk about what they know about night time and what they would like to find out? You could use other 
online books, videos etc to  find out the answers together.  
 
Draw the night sky and have a go at writing the sentence below e.g. it is dark in the city.  



 
 
 


